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The topic I am choosing for the report is driverless vehicles or also known as autonomous vehicles, auto-drive cars, etc. This topic has a lot of relation to the topic we are currently studying in class such as reasoning, states, expert systems, etc. It has a lot of value to the field of AI and use in the real world. The development of a fully automated vehicle can really can they way people drive. It can allow people who normally can not get around by themselves to go anywhere. Even right now, there is a car being sold that has an autonomous parallel parking feature. It is a good opportunity for me to study a topic that is slowly becoming incorporated into cars right now.

I think I have enough background information to understand the basics of a single autonomous vehicle system. It uses reasoning, current states, and a knowledge base to determine choices it has to make in speed, turning, navigation, etc. With all the information out there on this topic, I can finish this paper in time.
There has been a lot of project with autonomous vehicles in the past years. DARPA has been running a few challenges that awarded winners with a prize. The challenge was an autonomous vehicle race over a certain route. There have been 2 challenges so far, and one more to come in 2007. Recently, Lexus has just introduced a self-parking car.  Soon many other features of autonomous cars will be incorporated to retail cards.
