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Joshua D. Chung & Jonathon Hartz: Knowledge Based Systems (Review)

This paper gives an interesting background of knowledge-based systems and like they stated in their topic selection they took a pretty general approach. It is pretty concise, so there really isn’t much to review. I am assuming a key part of there project was on the program they were writing. Unfortunately, I don’t see the program in their file, so I really can’t comment on it. Without the program, this project is really just a short overview of knowledge based systems. They do a good job of explaining it, but I don’t think they really spent a lot of time writing the report. I am assuming most of their work was done on creating the program that I don’t see in this file. Besides writing about knowledge based systems, I also enjoyed their introduction where they raised the question of being able to implement intelligence into artificial entities. It just seemed like a suitable way to start the paper and get the readers attention. After watching their oral presentation I was able to get a better understanding of their project. Especially, since I finally got to get a look at their program. It was a simple prolog program, but it got the job done. Although, it would not be very useful as there are only two rocks in their system, it has the basic concepts of a KBS, which is what they were looking to do.  
Reginald A. Blow: Reinforcement Learning (Review)

For this project, there are actually two topic selection documents. I am going to assume that the newer one is the real one and not the one on expert systems. I like the whole idea behind this project, but I don’t like the fact that there is no report on the project because I am interested in the conclusions that were drawn from the program. The program itself is well drawn out, but I question the AI aspect of the program. I think it would have been better to make a prolog program because the prolog program would have actually learned to make the right move. The java program that is a part of this project just stores the data and uses that stored data is just added to the program. I mean the java program acts like a learning machine, so it gets the job done, but it doesn’t really learn. Although, as I stated earlier, there is no conclusion, it seems like it really does work. I still think that I really need to see a conclusion to be able to fully review this project. I understand what’s going on with the program and what its trying to accomplish, but I don’t understand what the project as a whole is trying to accomplish. If the program does work and the computer keeps on getting better, then what exactly does it tell us? I’m assuming it is supposed to prove that the program is learning, but like I stated earlier I’m not sure if that’s the case. 

