Ulid Jirapatnakul
Joshua D Chung & Jonathon Hartz: Knowledge Based Systems Review

Joshua D Chung & Jonathon Hartz project on expert and knowledge based systems is interesting. They developed a prolog program to mimic a primitive knowledge based system on minerals. The presentation was good. They covered the history of KBS and gave some background on how it is used. They also introduced the general structure of KBS. However, I feel that one weakness of their presentation is that there were no slides, which could have been more beneficial to the viewers.

The program is also good. It ran for the most part with some minor bugs, such as only being able to handle one query at a time. The properties for each material were also explained well during the presentation. The program did seem quite simple for a group effort compared to past labs we have done. I was hoping to see more because it is a very interesting concept. Hopefully they can add some type of heuristics later on to give a percentage of how much a certain material matches with the query. Also I wonder why they chose to do this program in prolog, rather than some other language of their choosing. I believe they could have a more fully completed program if programmed in their primary language. I also would like to know what types of trouble they ran into during the development of the system. Overall, I believe they did a good job.

