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The first review is of Christopher Grosso's paper on Combining Emotions and Machines. First off I would like to say that I disagree with his conclusion that a machine cannot be truly intelligent if it does not display emotion. Some would even argue that our emotions make us take some pretty stupid actions. I don't think that intelligence has to model human behaviors. An example would be a being like Data in Star Trek. He lacked emotions but I considered him to be an intelligent being.


I don't even think that emotions would be something that could be made marketable. If you get an advanced robot whose purpose was to clean the house would you want that machine to display any emotion? If I tell it to do some cleaning would I want a negative response, which some emotions lead to? Another example would be robot soldiers. Should they really have emotions, do they need them? Do you want a scared robot soldier? Also during his presentation he offered an example of a pregnant teenage girl going to a robot counselor. He stated that he would want the robot to have emotions, but I thought the exact opposite would be desirable. If the girl wanted emotional reaction then she could have told her parents. A person goes outside the family to seek professionals help to avoid a negative emotional reaction, and a robot would offer that possibility. The same would go for any kind of counselor.


While I don't think that robots should have emotions I think they should have a concept of emotion. If a robot is to interact with people it is going to have a wide array of emotions put before it. The robot's reactions to these emotions would differ with the purpose of the robot. A crying teen aged girl should receive some sort of sympathy from a robot. Maybe allowing the girl more time to talk than it usually would. A law enforcement robot should recognize when it is dealing with an aggravated person who would be more likely to inflict harm to other or to themselves.


If we are looking for emotional robots we are looking to replace humans. With future advancements in AI I hope we don't pursue emotions in robots. If we do that we are looking to actually create life when the robots should be used as advanced tools. Don't think we should be looking to completely copy human life.


I think Chris did a good job overall, His paper would have benefited more if he looked into situations where lack of emotion would be beneficial.


My second review is of Christopher Hayes' paper Far Off Technologies With Real Time Applications. There is going to be a market for robotics in the future. Some demand is going to come to make everyday human life easier. Robots are more expendable than human life so why not use them in hazardous areas? Also there are some things that a human cannot do our that their body cannot take. Space exploration and deep water exploration come to mind. 


I think Chris could have focused more on the artificial intelligence in the technologies. He did bring up a good example of the Mars Rover project, but did not focus his efforts on AI. Instead too much focus went onto the specifications of the machines. The military applications do give a glimpse of the future but none of those machines are truly autonomous. The Predetor for what I know is basically just operated by remote control with little operation that it does itself. 


I don't fully agree with Chris' conclusion. He concluded that the future of robotics is going to be driven by commercial industry and not in military and space exploration. I think the total opposite that robotics will have a huge future in the military and are the only practical way of space exploration. Who wouldn't prefer a robot soldier being destroyed instead of a human soldier? And last I checked our military is being stretched thin. Robots wouldn't be a better alternative to a draft that would be very unpopular? I do see future use of robots in the private sector but the initial demand is going to come from the military and space exploration. And robots are going to be expensive. I don't think there is going to be that much demand for robots in the private sector. The ultimate demand for robots in the private sector would be as all purpose slaves. People are always looking to make our lives easier. If a robot can do it just as well why should I?

