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For the topic of my final project I have decided to write a paper evaluating the current state of the field of agents.  I will do this by giving a history of the development and applications of agents.  Then I will continue the evaluation by listing some of the future proposals of people working in this field.  Finally, I will, using the gathered information, give an evaluation of the field as a whole and propose possible innovations for the current applications.


The field of agents is of great importance to technology because of its many current uses as well as its having potential for many more.  An agent can be an invaluable tool for gathering information.  This information can be used in a number of very interesting ways.  Agent applications range in use from the strictly beneficial to the potentially immoral.  An agent can be used to test the integrity of a network’s security or it can be used to fraudulently gather a person’s credit card information.


This is a perfect project to write a paper on because there is a vast wealth of knowledge about agents.  There are also already an extremely large number of applications for agents.  Because of this, proposal of a new use for agents could be moderately difficult.  But even without a new idea, an excellent paper could be written evaluating the current state of the field.  Although agents have not yet been covered in our course, the textbook and the online guides provide a very strong foundation of background knowledge in order to produce a superior final project.


Agents are currently being used in many aspects of everyday life.  For example, an agent is used to filter unwanted email.  Another current use is an agent that resides in a chat room and can possibly fool a person into thinking they are talking to another person.  Agents are currently being used to entertain, to gather information, to assist users, and this is just scratching the surface.  Because so much has already been done involving agents, it would be difficult to propose a new idea, but I feel I could possibly evaluate and propose improvements on existing applications.


This paper will serve not only the purpose of reporting information, but will also be a valuable learning tool.  Writing a paper will help me to learn more about this field as well as serve as a practical application for research techniques.  This paper will also serve the purpose of thinking about artificial intelligence and how it can be useful in today’s society.

