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Project review: Mala Khurana (Game Playing)

Overall, I like the idea Ms. Khurana has on improving the dealer’s intelligence from its experience. It is very impressive that her idea of programming her blackjack game is that the computer can actually learn. Nonetheless, I cannot see that idea is being implemented on her program code anywhere. Worth mentioning her coding style is so confusing that I had to re-format the lines to better understand her code. Even so, I still cannot find anywhere the computer is learning from each game, as she mentioned on her paper. Perhaps this is due to the fact that it was a draft that the project is unfinished. Nevertheless, I cannot say that there exist any enhance learning from the computer itself from every each game. Thus, I will have to reconsider the credibility of her words, “I use a variation of this algorithm (SARSA). I define set of rules, which help the computer become a better player. The computer decides which rule or the combination of rules is better for it.”

I am so happened to program a blackjack game too. Thus, I know the AI she is using is practically the same as mine, which is: the dealer will stop hitting once it reaches 17 points. I believe both of our programs thus far have the same level of intelligence. Furthermore, I found her impressive idea to be impossible. This is due to the fact that blackjack game relies on random numbers. We can only predicate its probability, but for the computer to learn from its training is unreliable to its credibility of intelligence.

Despite all of the above I mentioned, I admire her creativity to figure out displaying the card in more fun ways than just letters. I am still curious how did she manage to get the suit display. I am more interested on her finished final project rather than what she had provided thus far, as she mentioned that she will included the third player that will keep in mind the ratio of the rewards yielded by each rule. This idea so mesmerizing, that I really hope she can get it done.

