Review of Thuy Man Luu's AI Project.

The idea that machines could possibly take over the human race is always fascinating.  I thought that the topic selection for this research project was excellent.  Overall however, I feel as though the report did not present enough information for any of the presented topics.  In many cases it was unclear as to what a definition meant, there were many statements not backed up by any form of reference, and there was a particular lack of tangible examples to justify many of the things said.

I understand that this is a rough draft and that it may not be fully finished and that there is an extensive amount of area covered in the report.  I think maybe it could have been broken down into smaller doses with more detail to provide a better point.  Even so, I felt that the report was very well written as far as ease of reading is concerned and the topics very capturing as well.  I felt disappointed to many times though because the discussion on a certain topic would just end, and I felt it was unresolved.

In the topic selection report, Luu says that Deep Blue humiliated Kasparov in a 1997 chess tournament.  I'm not sure of Luu's stance on AI and why this is particularly significant to her, but I think she should have mentioned previous competitions in which Kasparov repeatedly beat Deep Blue, including the previous year 1996.  It's just a personal preference I suppose, but it gets under my skin when one-sided arguments are presented, or not the entire story.

In the history of AI portion I would have liked to have read about specific examples of how AI was under or overestimated.  Otherwise, it gives me the impression that these were merely opinions of the author, and not necessary factual.

Later, Luu argues that it is nearly impossible to create an AI with emotions and common sense.  Though I agree, the report could have used a reason as to why this was true?  I also completely agree on her point that AI being a technological revolution is in our future, but I don't know about it being the next revolution.

Luu mentions that the three things necessary for an effective artificial intelligence are hardware, software and input/output, but doesn't mention why this is so.  In fact, I believe this goes against what we learned in 203.  I don't believe any one of those three items are essential to AI.  Furthermore, computers today already have all three, and they're far from intelligent.

Luu also talks about how computers are not yet as fast as the human brain.  It would be helpful for an indication of what particularly is faster about the human brain, because I am fairly confident that the computational powers of an Intel processor far exceed that of the brain in many aspects.  I could be wrong though, I have no proof, but none was presented in the report either.

As the report progresses, there are actual examples of the points of view of prominent scientists in the field.  This portion of the report I thought was very interesting.  Again, it seemed like a sentence or two about any one of these scientists was simply not enough, but maybe there has been more added in the final version of this report.

Overall, I thought that this report was almost excellent.  It captured my attention at the start of every paragraph, but left me hanging by the end.  All it needed was a little more detail in each of the sections and I would have liked to have read more.

